
F=Fiction; NF=Non-Fiction 

 

1961 

The Agony and the Ecstasy, Irving Stone (F) 

The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich,  

William Shirer (NF) 

 

1962 

Ship of Fools , Katherine Anne Porter (F) 

Travels With Charley, John Steinbeck (NF) 

 

1963 

Caravans, James Michener (F) 

Profiles in Courage, John F. Kennedy (NF) 

 

1964 

The Spy Who Came in From the Cold,  

John Le Carre (F) 

Four Days; the Historical Record of the Death of 

President Kennedy, American Heritage/UPI (NF) 

 

1965 

The Source, James Michener (F) 

The Man With the Golden Gun, Ian Fleming (F) 

 

1966 

The Valley of the Dolls, Jacqueline Susann (F) 

In Cold Blood, Truman Capote (NF) 

 

1967 

Confessions of Nat Turner, William Styron (F) 

The Chosen, Chaim Potok (F) 

 

1968 

Testimony of Two Men, Taylor Caldwell (F) 

Christy, Catherine Marshall (F) 

 

1969 

The Godfather, Mario Puzo (F) 

The Peter Principle, Laurence J. Peter (NF) 

 

 

1970 

Islands in the Stream, Ernest Hemingway (F) 

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Sex 

But Were Afraid to Ask, David Reuben (NF) 

 

1971 

Wheels, Arthur Hailey (F) 

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, Dee Brown (NF) 

 

1972 

Jonathan Livingston Seagull, Richard Bach (F) 

The Day of the Jackal, Frederick Forsyth (F) 

 

1973 

Breakfast of Champions, Kurt Vonnegut (F) 

The Art of Walt Disney, Christopher Finch (NF) 

 

1974 

Watership Down, Richard Adams (F) 

Jaws, Peter Benchley (F) 

 

1975 

Ragtime, E.L. Doctorow (F) 

Winning Through Intimidation, Robert Ringer (NF) 

 

1976 

Trinity, Leon Uris (F) 

The Final Days, Bob Woodward, Carl Bernstein 

(NF) 

 

1977 

The Silmarillion, J.R.R. Tolkien (F) 

Roots, Alex Haley (NF) 

 

1978 

Chesapeake, James Michener (F) 

War and Remembrance, Herman Wouk (F) 

 

1979 

The Matarese Circle, Robert Ludlum (F) 

Sophie’s Choice, William Styron (F) 

 

1980 

The Bourne Identity, Robert Ludlum (F) 

Cosmos, Carl Sagan (NF) 

 

1981 

Noble House, James Clavell (F) 

The Hotel New Hampshire, John Irving (F) 

 

1982 

Master of the Game, Sidney Sheldon (F) 

When Bad Things Happen to Good People,  

Harold S. Kushner (NF) 

 

1983 

Pet Sematary, Stephen King (F) 

The One Minute Manager, Kenneth Blanchard and 

Spencer Johnson (NF) 

 

1984 

Full Circle, Danielle Steel (F) 

Iacocca: An Autobiography, Lee Iacocca (NF) 

 

1985 

The Mammoth Hunters, Jean Auel (F) 

Lake Wobegon Days, Garrison Keillor (F) 

 

1986 

Red Storm Rising, Tom Clancy (F) 

Fatherhood, Bill Cosby (NF) 

 

1987 

The Tommyknockers, Stephen King (F) 

Presumed Innocent, Scott Turow (F) 

 

1988 

The Queen of the Damned, Anne Rice (F)  

A Brief History of Time, Stephen Hawking (NF) 

 

1989 

Clear and Present Danger, Tom Clancy (F) 

All I Really Need to Know I Learned in 

Kindergarten, Robert Fulghum (NF) 



1990 

The Plains of Passage, Jean Auel (F) 

September, Rosamunde Pilcher (F) 

1991 

Scarlett: The Sequel to Margaret Mitchell’s “Gone 

With the Wind”, Alexandra Ripley (F) 

Me: Stories of My Life, Katharine Hepburn (NF) 

 

1992 

The Pelican Brief, John Grisham (F) 

Every Living Thing, James Herriot (NF) 

1993 

The Bridges of Madison County,  

Robert James Waller (F) 

Seinlanguage, Jerry Seinfeld (NF) 

 

1994 

The Celestine Prophecy, James Redfield (F) 

Men are From Mars, Women are From Venus,  

John Gray (NF) 

 

1995 

The Lost World, Michael Crichton (F) 

The Seven Spiritual Laws of Success,  

Deepak Chopra (NF) 

 

1996 

The Runaway Jury, John Grisham (F) 

Executive Orders, Tom Clancy (F) 

1997 

Cold Mountain, Charles Frazier (F) 

Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt (NF) 

1998 

Bag of Bones, Stephen King (F) 

The Greatest Generation, Tom Brokaw (NF) 

1999 

Hannibal, Thomas Harris (F) 

Tuesdays With Morrie, Mitch Albom (NF) 

 

 

2000 

The Mark, Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins (F) 

Before I Say Goodbye, Mary Higgins Clark (F) 

 

2001 

The Corrections, Jonathan Franzen (F) 

Seabiscuit, Laura Hillenbrand (NF) 

2002 

The Nanny Diaries, Emma McLaughlin and  

Nicola Kraus (F) 

The Lovely Bones, Alice Sebold (F) 

 

2003 

The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown (F) 

The Time Traveler’s Wife, Audrey Niffenegger (F) 

2004 

Trace, Patricia Cornwell (F) 

America (The Book), Jon Stewart (NF) 

2005 

At First Sight , Nicholas Sparks (F) 

Blink, Malcolm Gladwell – NF 

2006 

Cross, James Patterson (F) 

Marley & Me, John Grogan (NF) 

2007 

A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini (F) 

I Am America: (And So Can You!),  

Stephen Colbert (NF) 

 

2008 

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle, David Wroblewski (F) 

The Last Lecture, Randy Pausch (NF) 

 

2009 

The Girl Who Played With Fire, Stieg Larsson (F) 

The Lost Symbol, Dan Brown (F) 

 

2010 

The Help, Kathryn Stockett (F) 

Dead in the Family, Charlaine Harris (F) 
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